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Bare tit's trial.
[A.D. 17'
of genius enlighten the aweful Sessions-House, emphat ally called JUSTICE HALL; Mr. Burke, Mr. Garrick, ft Beauclerk, and Dr. Johnson : and undoubtedly their favoi able testimony had due weight with the Court and Ju] Johnson gave his evidence in a slow, deliberate, and d tinct manner, which was uncommonly impressive. It is w known that Mr. Baretti was acquitted.
intimate with him. He is a man of literature, a very studious mat man of great diligence. He gets his living by study. I have no n son to think he was ever disordered with liquor in his life. A n: that I never knew to be otherwise than peaceable, and a man tha take to be rather timorous.' Qu. ' Was he addicted to pick up worr in the street?' ' Dr. J. I never knew that he was.' Qu. ' How is as to his eye-sight?' 'Dr.J. He does not see me now, nor I do i [sic] see him. I do not believe he could be capable of assaulting ai body in the street without great provocation.' ' EDMUND BUR] ESQ. I have known him between three and four years; he is an genious man, a man of remarkable humanity—a thorough good-n ured man.' ' DAVID GARRICK, ESQ. I never knew a man of a mi active benevolence. . . . He is a man of great probity and mora ' DR. GOLDSMITH. I have had the honour of Mr. Baretti's compc at my chambers in the Temple. He is a most humane, benevole peaceable man. . . . He is a man of as great humanity as any in i world.' Mr. Fitzherbert and Dr. Hallifax also gave evidence. 'Th were divers other gentlemen in court to speak for his character, 1 the Court thought it needless to call them.' It is curious that B well passes over Reynolds and Goldsmith among the witnesses. 1 retti's bail before Lord Mansfield were Burke, Garrick, Reynolds, £ Fitzherbert. Mrs. Piozzi tells the following anecdotes of Baretti ' When Johnson and Burke went to see him in Newgate, they \ small comfort to give him, and bid him not hope too strongly. " W what can he fear," says Baretti, placing himself between them, "t! holds two such hands as I do?" An Italian came one day to 3 retti, when he was in Newgate, to desire a letter of recornmendat for the teaching his scholars, when he (Baretti) should be hang "You rascal," replies Baretti iii a rage, "if I were not in my o apartment, I would kick you down stairs directly." ' Hayward's . O23i, ii. 348. Dr. T. Campbell, in his Diary (p. 52), wrote on April 1775:—' Boswell and Baretti, as I learned, are mortal foes; so mi so that Murphy and Mrs. Thrale agreed that Boswell expressed a • sire that Baretti should be hanged upon that unfortunate affair of killing, &c.'- year '^ 5 or 'vl- t h.tu- UTII innirvuMit ,.{ present misery, and the. approach seen anil felt <>i what j-, tmnt rhr.dlft and most shunned. Hut such in the lot of man.' /'/«»,;-/ /.r//,-» -,. ii ,'<»-,argest and most comprehensive soul.' //>. p. 153, Mrs. Pio/zi records (Amr. p. 58), that she 'forced Johnson one day in a similar humour (to that in which he had praised C'ougreve| to
